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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEHRAN 3768 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLOS IR 

SUBJ: LOS: IRANIAN COMMENTARY 

1. AS BACKGROUNDER TO ON-GOING LOS MEETING AND MARINE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION CONFERENCE IN KUWAIT, KAYHAN INTER- 
NATIONAL ON SPRIL 18 PUBLISHED ARTICLE BY STAFE CORRESPONDENT 
SHAHIN MOSSAVAR-RAHMANI. 

2. ARTICLE, BEING POUCHED D/LOS AND LOS-GENEVA, REVIEWS GOI 
POSITION ON TERRITORIAL WATERS NOTING THAT BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 
ARE IN FORCE BETWEEN IRAN AND HER NEIGHBORS IN CASPAIN SEA, 
PERSIAN GULE, AND SEA OF OMAN REGIONS. THUS, "FINAL OUTCOME 

ON MANY SEA LAW ISSUES MAY NOT AEFECT IRAN SIGNIEICANTLY" 
ACCORDING TO MOSSAVAR-RAHMANI. IN THE SAME WAY, EXPLORATION 
AND EXPLOITZTION OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND EISHING IN AREA 
BEYOND TERRITORIAL LIMIT (IN IRAN'S CASE, 12 N.M.) AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WITHIN CONTINENTAL SHELF IS BEING SHARED BY IRAN AND HER 
NEIGHBORS BY DRAWING " A MEDIAN LINE, EVERY POINT ON WHICH 
IS EQUIDISTANT FROM THE NEAREST POINT ON THE COASTLINE 
OF BOTH STATES " AND IS NOT DEPENDENT ON A FINAL LOS 
TREATY. THIS "MEDIAN LINE" EORMULA ALSO APPLIES TO THE 
SEA OF OMAN WHERE, UNLIKE THE PERSIAN GULF, THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF DROPS OFF SHARPLY (FYI: MFA SOURCE, CONFIRMED THAT 
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SUCH BILATERAL AGREEMENTS HAVE NOT AS YET BEEN CONCLUDED 
WITH ALL LITTORAL STATES.). 

3. WITH REGARD TO RIGHTS OF PASSAGE, THE ARTICLE STATES, 

"IRAN HAS ALSO SUPPORTED THE ISSUE OF FREE PASSAGE OF 
SHIPS ON ROUTES THAT FALL WITHIN A COUNTRY'S TERRITORIAL 
LIMIT. THE SO-CALLED LAW OF FREE PASSAGE APPROVED IN 
1958 STATES THAT SHIPS OF ALL NATIONS MAY ENJOY THE RIGHT 
OF FREE PASSAGE THROUGH EACH OTHERS' TERRITORIAL WATERS 
AS LONG AS IT IS NOT PREJUDICIAL TO THE PEACE, GOOD 
ORDER OR SECURITY' OF THE COASTAL STATE, AND CONFORMS 
WITH OTHER ARTICLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. THE STRAITS 

OF HORMOZ, WHICH LIE WITHIN IRAN'S JURISDICTION, IS AN 
EXAMPLE OF THE LAW OF FREE PASSAGE IN ACTION." 

4. COMMENT: RE FINAL SENTENCE ABOVE, GOI OF COURSE 

SHARES STRAITS OF HORMOZ WITH OMAN, AND IT WOULD THEREFORE 
BE MORE PRECISE TO STATE THAT THE STRAITS LIE "PARTIALLY 
WITHIN IRAN'S JURISDICTION". LATEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE 
HERE (77 MUSCAT 647) INDICATES THAT OMANGOV DOES NOT 
FAVOR "TRANSIT PASSAGE " FORMULATION IN STRAITS. PRIME 
GOI EXPERT, EZEDDINE KAZEMI, IS PRSENTLY IN GENEVA AND 
HENCE IS UNAVAILABLE TO US FOR AUTHORITATIVE COMMENT ON 
SIGNIFICANE OF ABOVE STATEMENT ON "FREE PASSAGE " VIS-A- 
VIS "TRANSIT PASSAGE". 

SULLIVAN 
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